
Generally, an outbreak is declared if three or more cases involving patients

and/or staff occur within a designated time frame and in a specific area or

unit. (Public Health BC)

In the case of Haida Gwaii. Dr Kim, Public Health Officer for Northern Health,

declared an Outbreak. This declaration will be in place until there are no

new COVID-19 cases for 28 days in a row (two incubation periods for the

virus). Our last identified cases were on July 28th so the declaration of

Outbreak would be over 28 days from then or 28 days from the time of any

future identified positive cases.

In practical terms, the declaration under the Public Health Act gives the

provincial health officer the power to issue verbal orders that are

immediately enforceable. An example would be the order for venues such

as bars and clubs to shut down across the province. 

Dr. Bonnie Henry, as provincial health officer, can also "compel any and all

peace officers" in the province to enforce her verbal orders. The State of

Emergency for the Province of BC remains in place until Aug 4th at which

time it will be renewed for an additional two weeks. It is expected that it

will be renewed for an additional two weeks after that.
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The Provincial government released a provincial order yesterday that

declared a Haida Gwaii State of Emergency. This aligns the Municipal

governments on Haida Gwaii with the Haida Nation ’s State of Emergency and

supports implementation of emergency measures to limit and control the

spread of COVID-19 on Haida Gwaii.
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https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/british-columbia/b-c-declares-public-health-emergency-with-186-cases-of-covid-19-and-7-deaths-1.5500783


The State of Emergency outlined in the Ministerial Order restricts travel to

Haida Gwaii for all non residents and allows only essential travel to the

islands as defined by the CHN list that can be found at:

http://www.haidanation.ca/?page_id=11972. This is a consensual document

agreed upon by all island leadership. This travel restriction applies to

Fishing Lodges.

Those wishing to come to Haida Gwaii must go through a authorizing

process that is jointly adjudicated by the CHN and its Civic partners.

The Ministerial Order gave authorization to the Municipalities to

participate in the essential travel authorization process and the travel

authorization process is now in progress and travel authorizations are now

being issued.

Travel for Haida Gwaii residents is not restricted but residents are urged to

travel only for essential purposes such as medical travel (which is

encouraged) and for compassionate travel. Checkpoints will be in place at

both the Prince Rupert and Skidegate ferry terminals (for arrivals and

departures at the Skidegate Terminal). Now that the Order is in place, the

province will be staffing these checkpoints. Residents returning from any

location must self isolate for 14 days as per the CHN State of Emergency

Orders. 
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WHAT  DOES  THE  STATE  OF  EMERGENCY  MEAN  FOR

HAIDA  GWAII?

WHEN  WILL  THE  STATE  OF  EMERGENCY  BE  OVER?

The BC State of Emergency will be over when the Outbreak is declared over

(28 days In a row with no new cases) 

The CHN State of Emergency is in effect until further notice.

http://www.haidanation.ca/?page_id=11972

